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English IV AP 2017
Grendel Motif Essay and Bonus Project
Assignment One: Grendel Motif Essay
(RD Lab Day: 11/29, Draft: 11/30, Due: December 4)
The assignment:


Identify a motif that you think is important to the meaning of the novel as a whole. Write a 3-4 page essay showing how the recurring images of your motif demonstrate a theme or prevalent philosophy in the novel.  Include at least six examples from the book.  Use proper internal documentation and MLA style (heading, page numbers, Works Cited).  Type in 12 point Times New Roman font.  You must submit your essay to Turnitin.com.  

1.  Choose a motif from the following list or choose one of your own:

songs

stars

snakes

animals

sighs

smell of the dragon

accident

balance

time

trees 

mountains

darkness

logic

violence 

2.  Find at least six references for your motif.  Note the page numbers!

3. Come up with a theme for the novel that your motif demonstrates. Your thesis must tie the motif to the theme. Therefore, your thesis statement should clearly demonstrate the connection between your motif and the meaning of the work as a whole.  
4. A note about themes for this kind of paper: Do NOT select at theme that contains your motif word. For example, in an essay about the motif of balance, you should not use a theme such as “Maintaining a balance between one’s own ideas and the influence of others is essential to forming a healthy worldview.”  Instead, make a more interesting connection.
5. Revise and edit!  The draft I read should be error-free! Also note, I will not read more than four pages of text. Pay particular attention to run-ons and fragments.
Assignment Two: Extra Credit: Grendel Creative Response



        Due December 7
1. Create a work of art (in any medium) representing the themes/ideas presented in the novel and your interpretation of Grendel’s physical appearance.  Extra credit will be granted based on the quality and aesthetics of the final product.  If the best you would be able to do is glue magazine pictures to poster board, this project is not meant for you.  Your artwork should be accompanied by a 1-2 page, MLA formatted explanation of how your art piece represents the novel. 
2. Also, expect to spend a few minutes in front of the class explaining your art, or singing your song, reciting your poem, etc.
3. This assignment is worth 1 point on your third six weeks average. That’s a big deal. The quality of your work should reflect the possible effect it could have on your grade. In the past, students have submitted “last-minute” projects and not received credit. If you intend to do this, do it right.
